PUBLIC HEARING
OCTOBER 13, 2026
GALWAY TOWN HALL

Deputy Supervisor Fred Arnold called the Public Hearing to order at 6:46 p.m. The following
Board Members were present:

PRESENT: Deputy Supervisor Fred Armold Councilmember Daniel Clemens
Councilmember James Ross

ABSENT: Supervisor J.D. Amold

.
OTHERS PRESENT: Audience that spoke: M. Miller; ﬁ» @oia Bookkeeper; J }ackowski
'—:vz-“*
& M. DeFoe, Town Clerk. There were many other n,es??é?”ﬁts m

=
eor 1t 1tems a@ﬁe in contained.

%'4,45)

you, do you have anfex exa

Brandon Spagnola, Bi B
exceed the E@&gap. They t_w

'4’

e

All ayes. MOTION CARRIED

REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 13, 2026
GALWAY TOWN HALL

Deputy Supervisor Fred Arnold called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Board Members
were the same as Public Hearing and audience people that spoke: B. Adair; M. Rathbun; T.
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O’Brien, Dog Control Officer; F. Flanagan, Highway Mechanic K. & S. Gregory; R. Daino,
Planning Chair; S. Atkins; C. Carr & A. McPherson.

Pledge to Flag

Town Clerk, DeFoe stated that there were two typo correction on minutes. Both corrections

were in Resolution #28-2026, 1* typo year said 25 should be 26, 2™ typo DA5142 41 should be

DAS5142.4. A motion was made by Councilmember Daniel Clemens, seconded by

Councilmember James Ross to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2026 Regular Meeting

with corrections.
All ayes.

Communication — The following correspondence was

e eaﬁf“ : stems:‘;’ 1 ; eceived spam email no
L ;ount haﬁ= been compg@ﬂed or aﬁ'ect"é’d Bloom Municipal In51ght

ﬁ}%f@ysd by @ate company in Albany. 2) Will Town
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é@’as removed due to questioning actions agamst him &

n on the Town Facebook page. Councilmember Daniel
Clemens has voiunfegggg to take over Councilmember Raia’s work with Galway Plaza & Town,
Melissa Rathbun sent%’f&g ’Q endments to Chapter 115 of Town Code, NYSDEC
Floodplain Meeting; Capif&’%@ls’mct Regional Planning Commission welcomes Nathalie Berger,
Sustainability Planner; Letter of Interest & Resume from Melissa Rathbun for Councilmember
Position; Collective Bargaining Agreement signed by Teamsters needs approval tonight for Town
Board to authorize Supervisor to sign; Dog Control Officer’s Report for August & September
along with 2025 list of dog penalties for Galway & surrounding Towns, Tom would like to see
this schedule addressed & Highway Report for September with schedule for October that Board
will go over later in meeting.
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Reports of Committees — Historian — Darby stated that she continues to plug along on her
history research. If anyone is interested in the Galway Preservation Society Presentations they
are now on YouTube, to access put in Galway New York Preservation Society Presentations.
Youth Commission — Deputy Supervisor Arnold stated that Karate has started back up in
school. They have a few new students. They had to cancel a tournament scheduled at school.
They will participate in tournaments on October 18th & 24", Soccer has 122 youth signed up.
Girl’s basketball has started, Boy’s not yet. Planning — Councilmember Ross stated Brian
Furnia’s 2-lot subdivision will be scheduled for public hearing in October. Paul Foust received
approval for a lot line adjustment on 2595 May Road, ZBA Vaﬂ@ﬁgce was required and obtained
prior to approval. There were two pre application conferen., Ss i at neither applicant was in
attendance. Home business discussion Mathias RemigyZ a% rty on corner of Greens Corner

Road & NYS Route 29. The other Pre-application co ncéat of Brian Furnia for a
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Councilmember Daniel Clemens made a motion, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Fred Amold to
approve the General Abstract of Vouchers (A) dated 10/13/26 for a total of $19,621.42.
All ayes. MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Supervisor Fred Amold made a motion, seconded by Councilmember James Ross to
approve the General Abstract of Vouchers (B) dated 10/13/26 for a total of $9,964.82.
All ayes. MOTION CARRIED
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Councilmember James Ross made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Daniel Clemens to
approve the Highway Abstract of Vouchers (DA) dated 10/13/26 for a total of $10,289.24.
Al ayes. MOTION CARRIED

Councilmember Daniel Clemens made a motion, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Fred Amold to
approve the Highway Abstract of Vouchers (DB) dated 10/13/26 for a total of $105,341.13.
All ayes. MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Supervisor Fred Amold made a motion, seconded by Councilmember James Ross to
approve the Special Lighting District Abstract of Vouchers (Ség%ated 10/13/26 for a total of

St

$236.80. ;
All ayes. MQ‘*’

$1,152.48.
All ayes.

? aw No. 20£2026 — Override Tax Levy
seconded by Councilmember Daniel
5.BY ROLL CALL VOTE:

was ADOPTED: AYES NAYS -0

RESOLVED that the Galway Town Board schedule a Public Hearing for review of the 2027
Preliminary Budget to begin at 6:45 p.m. & Regular Meeting to begin at 7:00 p.m. on November
10, 2026. Legal Notice will be placed in Daily Gazette with proposed salary figures for Elected
Officials.

All ayes. MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION #:31-2026 Phase 2 - Hudson River Valley Greenway Community & Compact
Planning Grant. On a motion of Councilmember Daniel Clemens, seconded by
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Councilmember James Ross the following resolution was ADOPTED BY ROLL CALL VOTE:
Councilmember Daniel Clemens — AYE Councilmember James Ross ~ AYE
Deputy Supervisor Fred Arnold - AYE

WHEREAS, the Town of Galway is applying to the Hudson River Valley Greenway for a
grant under the Hudson River Valley Greenway Planning Grant Program for a project
entitled “Phase 2 - Comprehensive Plan Update” to be located in the Town of Galway,

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the governing board of the Town of Galway hereby
does approve and endorse the application for a grant under;éhe Hudson River Valley
Greenway Planning Grant Program, for a project known a Phase 2 - Comprehensive Plan
Update and located within this community.

3 - AYES 0 - NAYS

October 13, 2026

Margaret L. DeFoe

Counczlmember James Ross — AYE

Deputy Supervisor Fred Arold — AYE
BE IT RESOLVED that the Galway Town Board appoint Melissa Rathbun to the vacant seat

on the Galway Town Board, term 10/14/26 - 12/31/27.

3-AYES 0-NAYS MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION #: 34-2026 — Speed limit reduction request for Hermance Road. On a motion
of Councilmember James Ross, seconded by Councilmember Daniel Clemens the following
resolution was ADOPTED: AYES -3 NAYS -0

RESOLVED that the Galway Town Board authorize the Town Clerk to send a request to
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County to then be forwarded to NYS for a review of the speed limit on Hermance Road from
Lake Road to 1587 Hermance Road.
All ayes. MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION #: 35-2026 — Budget Amendments. On a motion of Councilmember James
Ross, seconded by Councilmember Daniel Clemens the following resolution was ADOPTED:
AYES -3 NAYS-0

Increase Al4204 Attorney — Contractual $3,700.00

Decrease Al1990.4 Contingent - $3,700.00

S

Increase Al1430.4 Personnel/Accounting — Cogéﬁ
Decrease A1990.4 Contingent '

Increase A6T772 4 § =51 500.00
Decrease A1620.4

Increase A9089.8 Employee Bene?%
Decrease A9060.8

Increase Bi420.4
Decrease B1990.4

$2,400.00
$2,400.00

Increase ; 2‘%2 500.00
Decrease $7‘ 500.00
Increase $675.00
Decrease 3675,00
Increas $675,00
Decre , $675.00
All ayes >, < , MOTION CARRIED
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g@ﬁ? at last month’s meeting. She felt that the questioned he asked
were legitimate questions fﬁgﬁaxpayers had the right to ask and be answered. With reference to
audit, the public has the right to question how mistakes happened as some of those errors
happened while you were on the Board. Yes, Questions can be submitted before or after a
meeting and if you so choose to answer. Sue feels the Board isn’t being transparent with the
public if that information is not answered in its entirety in meeting minutes. Taxpayers should be
able to have their questions answered publicly even if you don’t like the questions. Cathal Carr
stated that she was asked by Brian Burns to see what the answers were to the questions he sent
the Board after the last meeting. Deputy Supervisor Arnold stated that he would address the
questions Brian had. The Town Board is not aware of the exact time Highway Superintendent
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was also working for another private company. He does know that during this overlapping time
he was in daily contact with his staff regarding their work schedule and any questions they
needed to have addressed. He also prepared the 2027 Highway Budget during this time frame.
Cathal referenced Brian’s questioned about actual hours worked being reported to NYS
Retirement System. She stated that she had made the Comptroller’s Office aware of her
concerns with the way she believed time was being reported to the Retirement System during
this time. Deputy Supervisor Arnold stated that Highway Superintendent position work is not
done under scheduled highway department hours only. Item three questions regarding
Provisions/Galway Plaza and why Kiley Gregory was allowedi@ymmam on ZBA. Seth
Gregory stated he would like to address thls Fred stateiwﬁm was Facebook page. It’s

they started looking at opening “Prov1saons theg; o1 ¢ ment of their plans. They
needed a new header whwh requ:res a bu11d1 _ o f'? « eeded a new speqal

e W %ﬁ%}mt Fast
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remammg members can’t attend the upcoming meetmg
idif’t feel the Board was ready tonight to make an appointment.
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having a Facebook page. D“‘é’puty Supervisor Arnold stated we had someone in that capacity
before and we all know how that went. We can do some research and look into this further.
Andy McPherson stated that the library also has public notification. Brandon Spagnola
wanted to clarify that there are other things on you tax bill that may cause you bill to go up
higher than what we have increased with Town, Highway, Fire Department, EMS & Harmony
Fire District due to State mandates. Frank Flanagan, Highway Mechanic stated that the word
needs to get out that material on the other side of fence is not for the public. They had someone
in a tractor taking material. Town Clerk stated that they stopped locking fence because previous
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Historian and a few members of Preservation Society couldn’t open gate. Gate can be locked if
needed just give Darby combination. Kiley Gregory asked if there was a Councilmember
assigned to take over for Councilmember Raia with reference to the Galway Plaza, so this can be
put to bed. Councilmember Daniel Clemens stated he was assigned this but volunteered after
Gabriel resigned.

Councilmember Daniel Clemens made a motion, seconded by Councilmember James Ross to
adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m.
All ayes. MOTION CARRIED

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret L. DeFoe
Town Clerk



